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U.S. Immigrant Population

• 77% (36.9 M) immigrants have 
lawful status (U.S. citizenship, 
green cards, temporary residency)

• 23% (11 M) undocumented 
immigrants (but this includes 
temporary statuses like DACA, 
Temporary Protected Status, 
pending asylum)
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Trump 2.0 Policies

• Targeting legal Immigration
• International students, refugees/asylees, 

green card holders, US citizens

• Bypassing Congress and 
weaponizing bureaucracy
• Repeated requests for documents, “N/A” 

policy, longer forms, shorter validity 
periods for work authorization
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• Dehumanizing immigrants and falsely 
claiming immigrants = criminals

• As a group, immigrants have had lower incarceration rates 
than US born for 150 years. Immigrant men are 60% less 
likely to be incarcerated than US-born white men. National 
Bureau of Economic Research, 2024

• Conscripting federal, state, and local 
resources for ICE enforcement
• Non-immigration federal agencies, state law 

enforcement cooperation agreements, litigation 
against Sanctuary cities/policies, tying federal 
funding of any kind to cooperation with ICE, 
enforcement at sensitive locations

See more details at end of slide deck.

https://www.nber.org/system/files/working_papers/w31440/w31440.pdf
https://www.nber.org/system/files/working_papers/w31440/w31440.pdf


              

Immigration Court:  
Structural and Systemic Lack of Due Process

• Administrative law courts overseen by the Department of Justice (Executive Branch), which 
means no judicial independence
• No right to attorney (even for children!)

• % represented by attorney for all pending cases (sampling of states)
• Hawaii: 84.8% | California: 59.3% | Texas: 20.7% | Idaho: 13.7%

• Exception: individuals deemed mentally incompetent
• Outcomes are highly contingent on the particular location and judge of the court

• Asylum cases approved since 2010
• San Francisco: 68%
• Houston: 9%

• San Francisco asylum approval rate by judge: 8.4% v 98.7% (lowest and highest)
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References: TRAC data, Mobile Pathways

https://tracreports.org/reports/752/
https://www.mobilepathways.org/immigration-court-data


              

Extreme Court and Application Backlogs

Immigration court
• Backlog (March '25)

o Nationally: 3.6 million
▪ 2 million asylum

o 20 immigration judges fired without 
explanation (all Biden appointees) 
(2/15/25)

• Processing times
o Average wait time for a final decision for 

an immigrant initially detained but then 
released: 2.5 years

o My last asylum case: 10 years

US Citizenship and Immigration Services
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Application Type Processing Time
DACA renewal 3 months
SIJS (Special Immigrant 
Juvenile Visa)

4-6 years for green 
card

Affirmative Asylum 6 months – 10 years
Citizenship 6.5 months (SF)
U-visa (victims of crime, 
eg domestic violence)

3 years for work permit 
or waitlist, ~30 years 
for visa if you apply 
today

Green Card – Asylum
(currently paused)

15.5 months

Green Card - Family 16 months (US-based)References: TRAC data, USCIS website

https://tracreports.org/reports/752/
https://egov.uscis.gov/processing-times/


Know Your 
Rights

• The U.S. Constitution applies to all immigrants 
even if they do not have legal immigration 
status
• 4A: Right to be free from unreasonable search 

and seizure (ie arrest, taking property)
• Law enforcement needs a valid warrant or 

probable cause
• 5A: Right to due process, protection from self-

incrimination (right to remain silent)
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Private Space

11If you want the full slide deck, visit this website.

https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1JgZIGlHkvMmxppHl0W1A9HI8u5frCFGehbnE3aIf910/edit?slide=id.g319d79a3889_1_356#slide=id.g319d79a3889_1_356
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Legal Accompaniment

• If you see ICE enforcement, the 
First Amendment right to free 
speech gives you the right to 
observe, document, and speak 
however you should maintain a 
safe distance for your safety and 
so that ICE doesn’t claim you are 
interfering or obstructing with an 
arrest
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1.Ask the ICE agents why they 
are there
2.Inform people nearby about 

their rights
3.Observe and gather 

information
Guide to prepare for potential ICE enforcement:
Family Preparedness Plan

https://www.ilrc.org/resources/step-step-family-preparedness-plan


Resources

• What to do when you see ICE at the 
Concord Immigration Court
• Immigrant Defense Project
• Immigrant Legal Resource Center
• National Immigration Law Center
• Stop and Identify Statutes in the US (by 

state)
• Informed Immigrant
• Immigration Policy Tracking Project
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• ICE Activity Hotlines
• Alameda County 
• 510-241-4011 (M-F, 

6am-6pm)
• Contra Costa County
• 925-900-5151

https://www.immigrantdefenseproject.org/for-communities/
https://www.ilrc.org/community-resources
https://www.nilc.org/resources/know-your-rights-what-to-do-if-arrested-detained-immigration/
https://www.ilrc.org/sites/default/files/resources/stop_identify_statutes_in_us-lg-20180201v3.pdf
https://www.informedimmigrant.com/resources/detention-deportation/know-your-rights/
https://immpolicytracking.org/
https://www.acilep.org/
https://standtogethercontracosta.org/report-ice-activity/


Q&A
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Targeting Legal Immigration: Immigrants with Permanent or Temporary 
Legal Status

• "One-strike policy: Catch-and Revoke" (4/30/25)
o Intent to revoke status automatically if non-citizen 

breaks the law; "will extend to students who have 
'supported terrorists or otherwise abused our 
hospitality'"

• Screening social media activity for "antisemitism" 
(4/9/25)

• Revoking student visas without notice and on the 
basis of political activism or without explanation 
(4/4/25)

• Instruction to higher education institutions to 
monitor and report non-citizen student and staff for 
violations of immigration law (1/29/25)

• Suspension of refugee admissions (1/20/25)
• Suspension of processing green cards for 

immigrants already granted refugee or 
asylee status (3/25/25)

• Detention and deportation of U.S. citizens 
and immigrants with temporary or 
permanent legal status (2/1/25, 3/15/25)

• "Extreme vetting" eg detention for minor 
crimes and searching cell phones at ports of 
entry for evidence of political views and/or 
activism (1/20/25)

5/11/2025 20Reference: Immigration Policy Tracking Project
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https://immpolicytracking.org/policies/?page=12&after=2025-01-20


              

Bypassing Congress: Weaponized Bureaucracy 
as a Tool for Restrictionist Immigration Policies

• Requests for documents already submitted
• "N/A" policy
• New form editions with no grace period
• Longer forms: Family-based petition form increased from 2 pages to 

12 pages
• Shorter validity periods for work permits (more frequent renewals)
• Processing delays

5/11/2025 21
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"...When Mexico sends its 
people, they're not sending their 
best . . . They're sending people 
that have lots of problems . . . 
They're bringing drugs. They're 
bringing crime. They're rapists. 
And some, I assume, are good 
people. . . It's coming from more 
than Mexico. It's coming from all 
over South and Latin America, 
and it's coming probably . . . 
from the Middle East."
- President Trump, 

2015 Campaign Launch



              

Dehumanization and (False) Criminalization of 
Immigrants

• The Marshall Project analyzed 
350,000 of Trump's public 
statements about immigration 
---------->

• As a group, immigrants have 
had lower incarceration rates 
than US born for 150 years. 
Immigrant men are 60% less 
likely to be incarcerated than 
US-born white men (National 
Bureau of Economic Research, 
2024)

5/11/2025 23

https://www.nber.org/system/files/working_papers/w31440/w31440.pdf
https://www.nber.org/system/files/working_papers/w31440/w31440.pdf
https://www.nber.org/system/files/working_papers/w31440/w31440.pdf


Violent Crime 
Arrest Rates in 
Texas

US-Born Citizen: 0.2% (213)
Undocumented immigrant: 0.01% 
(96.2)

"There is no evidence that the 
prevalence of undocumented immigrant 
crime has grown for any category." 
(2012-2018)

5/11/2025 24
Reference: National Institute of Justice (Dept. of Justice),  "Undocumented 
Immigrant Offending Rate Lower than US-Born Citizen Rate" (2024)

https://docs.house.gov/meetings/JU/JU01/20250122/117827/HHRG-119-JU01-20250122-SD004.pdf
https://docs.house.gov/meetings/JU/JU01/20250122/117827/HHRG-119-JU01-20250122-SD004.pdf
https://docs.house.gov/meetings/JU/JU01/20250122/117827/HHRG-119-JU01-20250122-SD004.pdf


              

ICE Enforcement Expansion:  
Conscripting Federal, State, and Local Resources

• Enlisting non-immigration federal agencies to assist with deporting 
people (SSA, USPS, IRS, military)

• Expansion of agreements with local and state law enforcement 
agencies and intended increase of ICE officers
• Litigation against Sanctuary cities/policies and tying federal funds of 

any kind to cooperation with DHS/ICE
• Chilling effect: Retracted "sensitive location" policy so state/local courts, 

schools, hospitals, and churches are no longer protected from ICE 
enforcement
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